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was the trade practice then to do the painting of the item
supplied, at the place of its delivery.

The steel vault brought to Mantralaya had been kept
in front of the Brindavana, for completion of the painting.
And when the work was in progress, the vault doors were
left open by the painter for some time, when he went out
for recess.

Raja Sri Gururajachar came there at that time with
some persons, to oversee the work. The steel vault had
an automatic locking device and Sri Gururajachar, who
had both the set of keys of the vault in his hand, went
inside it to see how it was.

One of the doors of the vault was in a closed position
then, while the other one was half open. And lo, when Sri
Gururajachar got inside the vault, the door that was left
half open, closed by itself, as a result of the jolting
caused by his stepping inside. The automatic locking
device clicked in the process and Raja Sri Gururajachar
was caught inside the vault.

The duplicate key was also with him, as it had not
been separated from the bunch contain'ng the original,
having been received just then. Those outside were left
puzzled and frightened, devoid of ideas and at a loss to
know what they should do.

Soon, news reached Sri Suyamindra, the pontiff,
and he came to the spot in no time. Several people
applied different types of keys to open the lock, but such
efforts did not bear fruit, despite repeated attempts.

And when all attempts failed, it was concluded that
there was no other alternative but to break open the lock,
to get the person outside.
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